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2010-2011 Course Registration 
 

In making course selections for 2010-2011, consider courses you want for next year and those 

you will want through your Form VI year, as well. Keep in mind Landon’s graduation 

requirements, of course; but also consider the general focus of your overall program.  For 

example, how many science courses do you plan to take?  Do you plan to take a second foreign 

language?  To what degree do you want to develop your artistic interests? What Advanced 

Placement and Honors classes do you hope to take?  Are you interested in a specific college 

major or career path for which certain courses might better prepare you?  It’s particularly 

important to consider in which year you will take certain courses; the prerequisites and even the 

intellectual maturity needed for a particular course may affect your eligibility or success.   

 

General Instructions 
 

Plan carefully. Each student must meet with his advisor to discuss course options and to 

complete the course planning and request process. Consultations with parents and your advisor 

will help inform your decisions about course selections.  Be sure you understand the 

requirements.  The courses listed on your Course Request Form have been identified and 

approved for you to take by each Department Chair based on prerequisites, coursework and 

grades.  Refer to the course catalog for all course descriptions (including Consortium), 

prerequisites, and credit information. 

 

Be aware of scheduling constraints. Enrollment in some courses may be limited, especially in 

science, single-section, and/or Consortium courses.  Choose carefully.  Be sure to request 

alternate courses where appropriate. 

 

Avoid having to make schedule changes.  Procedures are in place if a student must drop or 

change a course. However, students should recognize that even minor changes may be difficult 

to accomplish once the master class schedule is set.  Available space in a course, the flexibility 

of a student’s schedule, and specific course requirements are just a few of the factors considered 

in approving a drop/add request.  Moreover, schedule change requests must be approved by the 

student’s parent, advisor, teacher, the Scheduling Committee, and, if appropriate, by the 

Department Chair(s).  Any request for a course change submitted more than two full weeks into 

the course must be approved by the Department Heads Group.  Any course dropped after the 

official drop/add period will be reflected on the student’s transcript.  Thus, it’s to your advantage 

to make careful choices now. 
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Landon School’s Graduation Requirements 
 

To graduate from Landon School, a student must earn 20 academic credits and two credits in 

Physical Education while in the Upper School.  Form VI students have two additional 

requirements: 1) a student must earn a minimum of five academic credits during his senior year, 

taking at least five courses each semester, and 2) during the spring of his Form VI year, each 

student is required successfully to complete an Independent Senior Project. 

 

Most Landon students will graduate by meeting the following requirements in the general 

college preparatory track. 

 

GENERAL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

English: four credits, including one credit in Humanities 

History: three credits, including one credit each in Modern World History, US History (AP 

or regular) or American Studies, and Humanities 

World Language: three credits in the same language and through Form V  

(Note: a student cannot complete this requirement by earning a summer credit 

between Forms IV and V) 

Mathematics: three credits, through the PreCalculus level and through Form V 

Science: three credits, including two credits in laboratory science 

Studio or Performing Arts: two credits 

Electives: two additional academic credits 

Physical Education: two credits 

 

NOTES: 

 In the Upper School, a unit of credit is awarded by successfully completing a course that 

meets for 270 minutes of class work per eight-day cycle throughout the school year.  

Credit is not awarded if the course is not completed as presented in its course description. 

 The Form IV American Studies course and the Form V Humanities course each award 

two required units of credit: one in history and one in English.   

 Summer courses, including those taken at Landon Summer School, are not automatically 

accepted for credit.  A student wishing to earn credit during the summer must have his 

plans approved in writing, in advance of the summer study.  Award of credit may depend 

on the student’s meeting departmental benchmarks for final grades in summer courses. 
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Advanced Placement Courses 

 
Advanced Placement (AP) courses are college-level courses offered primarily in grades 11 and 

12. A sufficiently high score on an A.P. examination may allow the student to earn credit in the 

college he eventually attends. Students are carefully selected for AP courses according to the 

following criteria: 

 

• teacher recommendation; 

• grades in prerequisite courses; 

• test scores (History department); 

• consideration of the student's total academic load; 

• other specific departmental requirements (see appropriate section). 

 

Students may not take a combination of more than three AP/Honors courses in a given year 

without permission of the Head of the Upper School. The work of a typical AP course involves 

homework of an hour or more each night. Landon expects its students to give serious 

commitment to AP courses and requires students to take the AP examination in May. A student 

may, at the discretion of the teacher, Department Chair and Division Head, lose AP status at any 

point during the year. Colleges will be notified of any change in a student's AP status. 

 
 

Honors Courses 

 
Honors courses are significantly more rigorous than regular courses, and student work is 

expected to show greater depth, more sophisticated reasoning, academic independence, and 

higher creativity than the work in regular courses. Upper-level Honors courses approach AP 

courses in their degrees of expectation and difficulty. Students need specific departmental 

recommendation to take Honors courses. 
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ENGLISH 

 
English I (REQUIRED OF FORM III) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Form III English studies selections from poetry, short stories, novels, and plays. 

Fundamental skills emphasized are vocabulary, mechanics, grammar, the terms and tools 

needed to analyze literature, and writing skills through exposition and persuasion. Major 

works include Macbeth, A Tale of Two Cities, The Catcher in the Rye, Sound and Sense, 

and a selection of short stories. 

 

American Studies: English II Component (FORM IV) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN 

EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

This team-taught, interdisciplinary class combines U.S. History and American Literature 

from the Colonial period to the present.  Students examine corresponding topics in 

history and literature, and they become familiar with the texture of American history as 

they write interpretive essays and deliver oral presentations. This course fulfills both the 

U.S. History requirement and the Form IV English requirement. If more students sign up 

than space allows, a placement lottery will be held.  Availability based on student 

scheduling as well. 

 

English II (REQUIRED OF FORM IV) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

A survey of American Literature since Colonial times, this course emphasizes the further 

development of reading and writing skills based on the study of major works of American 

literature in an historical context. The U.S. History and English curriculum intersect at 

four interdisciplinary historical junctures. Points of emphasis include vocabulary, 

grammar review, mechanics, public speaking, and a short research paper. Works have 

included The Crucible, Huckleberry Finn, The Great Gatsby, and The Things They 

Carried. 

 

Humanities: English Component (REQUIRED OF FORM V) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER 

AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

An interdisciplinary course designed to introduce students to the foundations of Western 

culture. Students will study major ideas that shaped European culture from the Classical 

period to the 20
th

 Century through history, literature, art, and music. Critical thinking 

skills are emphasized in readings, writing assignments, and classroom discussions. In 

addition, a major goal of the course will be to develop the student’s ability to think across 

disciplines and synthesize material. Humanities will be taught by members of the English 

and History Departments with occasional assistance from adjunct art and music faculty. 

Works include The Iliad, The Odyssey, Beowulf, The Divine Comedy, Hamlet, Paradise 

Lost, Tartuffe, Faust, a selection of Romantic poetry, Hedda Gabler, Notes from 

Underground, a selection of modern poetry, and Grendel. 
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Naked I, The: The Art of The Personal Essay/Autobiography (FORMS V AND VI) ½  CREDIT, 

FALL SEMESTER, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Call it Inward Bound.  Using carefully selected models, we will practice the rhetoric of 

introspection – that is, how to present ourselves effectively to a world of readers.  We 

will focus to some extent on the necessary exercise of writing college essays (―Write 

page 283 of your autobiography‖), but more definitively on techniques through which we 

can best tell our own stories.  We will also make frequent use of film classics that seek to 

answer the most ―personal‖ of all questions: WHO AM I? 

 

Photojournalism, Introduction to (ALL FORMS) ½  CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, THREE PERIODS OVER AN 

EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

This is an introductory course in journalistic writing, editing, design and photography. 

Students will learn the skills to produce an informative, visually stimulating and 

professional-quality print publication. The goal of this class is to produce Landon’s 

Brown and White yearbook. Instruction in Adobe InDesign and Adobe Photoshop will be 

key part of the course. No prior knowledge required. 

 

Senior English Seminar (REQUIRED OF FORM VI) ONE CREDIT, TWO SEMESTER COURSES, SIX PERIODS OVER 

AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Semester senior electives build on previously established skills and allow the student an 

opportunity to study in a class focused on a particular author, theme, craft, genre, or 

literary period. Some past courses have included: Story, Script, and Screen; Public 

Speaking; The Hero Myth; Apocalypse, Now?; Separate Pieces (a fiction workshop); 

Shakespeare; Black Voices; The American West; Satire; New Journalism; Fiction 

Writing; and Tales of Occupation. 

 

Tough Guise: Images of Masculinity in Contemporary American Literature/Film  

(FORMS V AND VI) ½  CREDIT, SPRING SEMESTER, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Landon claims to know boys, but do we know men?  This course will examine the many 

privileges and burdens that come with the gender.  In an attempt to understand what it 

means to be a man, we will explore some of the imagery and iconography of 

maleness.  We will look at ourselves as sons, fathers, friends, warriors, and lovers – in the 

many guises and disguises we wear as guys. 
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HISTORY 

 
American Studies: US History (REQUIRED OF FORM IV) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER 

AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

This course is an interdisciplinary class taught by combining US history and American 

literature from the colonial period to the present.  Students examine corresponding topics 

in history and literature. Students will become familiar with the texture of American 

history but not all areas will be covered in equal depth.  Students will write interpretive 

essays and make several oral presentations. This course fulfills both the US History 

requirement and the Form IV English requirement. If more students sign up than space 

allows, a placement lottery will be held.  Availability based on student scheduling as 

well. 

 

US History (FORM IV) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

A survey of United States history examined thematically.  Students will become familiar 

with the texture of American history but not all areas will be covered in equal depth.  

Students will write interpretive essays and make several oral presentations.  A variety of 

materials will be used to complement the text.  

  

US History (AP) (FORM IV) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

 Prerequisites: Teacher recommendations with the approval of the Department Chair. A 

survey of United States history from the pre-Columbian era to the present.  Requirements 

include reading from a text, articles, primary sources, and scholarly studies, writing a 

number of medium-length essays, and taking a number of AP-style tests.  Students are 

required to sit for the AP exam. Enrollment is limited. 

 

Humanities: History Component (REQUIRED OF FORM V) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, TWELVE PERIODS 

OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

An interdisciplinary course designed to introduce students to the foundations of Western 

civilization.  Students will study the major ideas, which shaped European culture from 

the classical period to the modern period through their history, literature, art, and music.  

Emphasis will be placed on writing, listening, and discussion skills; in addition, a major 

goal of the course will be to develop the student’s ability to think across disciplines.  

Humanities will often be taught in pairs of linked periods, by teachers from the English 

and History departments, with guest appearances by faculty from the Arts Department. 
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Modern World History (REQUIRED OF FORM III) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-

DAY CYCLE 

Modern World History is a unit-based survey of world history with topics ranging from 

the European Voyages of Discovery to the threshold of the Cold War.  The course 

stresses the development of historical skills: close reading of primary and secondary 

sources, logical thinking and critical analysis, the research process, and clear expression 

of ideas in speaking and writing.  

 

 

HISTORY ELECTIVES 

 

20
th

 Century History (FORMS V AND VI) ½ CREDIT, FALL SEMESTER, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-

DAY CYCLE 

This 20
th

 century course examines the major events and forces in the United 

States and around the world that shaped the 20
th

 century and that have begun to 

shape the 21
st
 century. It places emphasis on how developments outside of the 

United States impacted our nation’s history after World War I as well as how the 

United States became a major player on the global stage. The course will examine 

the Roaring Twenties and the Depression before going on to investigate the 

interplay of forces that led to the rise of fascism, nationalism, and war in Europe 

and the Pacific in the 1940s. Students explore the decolonization of Africa and 

Asia, Zionism, Arab nationalism and the Arab-Israeli Wars, American counter-

culture, Vietnam and Watergate, and the Cold War. Students read text and 

primary source documents from the course-pack assembled by the teacher. The 

course stresses discussion of the pressures, forces, and personalities that 

influenced the major events of the last 80 years with a goal of understanding why 

those conflicts erupted and what the United States’ role in originating, 

perpetrating, and resolving them has been. 

 

Africa: A Continent in Crisis (FORMS V AND VI) ½ CREDIT, FALL SEMESTER, SIX PERIODS OVER 

AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

This course seeks to introduce students to some of the major problems facing sub-

Saharan Africa today.  Students will explore the origins of political and economic 

malaise in parts of Africa and examine current methods of resolution.  In addition 

to class lecture and discussion, a case study method will be utilized to examine 

separate issues in different parts of Africa.  A particular focus will be placed on 

the genocide in Rwanda, personal rule and state collapse in the Ivory Coast and 

the Congo, the debt crisis of Mozambique, warlords in Somalia, and ethnic and 

religious conflict in Nigeria.  Students will be expected to keep up with advanced 

readings and conduct some independent research. 
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American Government (FORMS V AND VI) ½ CREDIT, FALL SEMESTER, SIX PERIODS OVER AN 

EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

 This course will have two components: an American Government survey, and a 

review of Constitutional Law with emphasis on issues of civil liberties and civil 

rights.  Students will begin with a methodical survey of governmental issues 

through the middle of the year in preparation for the AP exam in American 

Government.  The class will investigate the judiciary in great detail, with attention 

to a variety of civil rights and civil liberties cases.  This class will also take 

advantage of the school’s location in the nation’s capital, with appropriate 

speakers and field trips to complement course study.  Students may elect to sit for 

the AP exam.  

 

Civil War, Causes, Course & Consequences of the (FORM V AND VI) ½ CREDIT, SPRING 

SEMESTER, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

The American Civil War is arguably the central event in American history, a 

subject over which battles continue to be fought. This course will explore the 

sectional crisis of the 1820s-1850s, but the bulk of the course will be devoted to a 

study of the war and its major turning points. James McPherson’s masterpiece 

Battle Cry of Freedom will serve as the text and the course will also rely on 

primary sources from the era. Classes will consist of discussions, debates, student 

presentations.  

 

Constitutional Law Seminar (FORMS V AND VI) ½ CREDIT, SPRING SEMESTER, SIX PERIODS 

OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

This second semester elective will focus on landmark U.S. Supreme Court cases 

that have shaped the development of American Constitutional 

Law.  Representative topics will include:  freedom of speech; the constitutional 

separation of church and state; the constitutional principles governing police 

searches and seizures; the various procedural rights accorded criminal defendants 

under the concept of ―due process‖; the death penalty; the right of privacy and 

abortion; equal protection; and affirmative action.  As we examine these areas of 

law, we will also consider various theories about the role of the Supreme Court in 

a democratic society.  We will also look at the composition of the current 

Supreme Court, with a focus on the judicial style and personality of each 

Justice.     

 

This is a seminar, not a lecture course.  As such, active participation is 

imperative.  Students will be responsible for reading, presenting, and debating 

actual Supreme Court opinions.  The readings are demanding and require careful 

analysis and close attention to detail.  Prior enrollment in American Government 

is recommended but not required.  
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Critical Issues in the Middle East (FORMS V AND VI) ½ CREDIT, FALL SEMESTER, SIX PERIODS 

OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

This seminar course will examine the history, religions, peoples and politics of 

one of the world's most diverse and strategically important regions.  After a brief 

introduction to the history and geography of the Middle East, the course will 

focus on a variety of contemporary issues including Arab nationalism, Arab-

Israeli relations, US foreign policy in the region (including the wars in Iraq and 

Afghanistan), religious extremism, the economies of oil-producing states, water 

scarcity, democratization and human rights, and family values.  Whenever 

possible, this seminar will take an interdisciplinary approach with an emphasis on 

class participation and discussion.  Outside speakers will contribute to class on 

appropriate occasions. 

 

Economics (AP) (FORMS V AND VI) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY 

CYCLE 

 Prerequisites: Teacher recommendations with the approval of the Department 

Chair. This first half of the introduction to Economics gives students a thorough 

understanding of the principles of economics, which apply to the functions of 

individual decision makers, both consumers and producers, within the larger 

economic system.  It places primary emphasis on the nature and functions of 

product markets, and includes the study of factor markets and of the role of 

government in promoting greater efficiency and equity in the economy. The 

second half of the course provides a thorough understanding of the principles of 

economics that apply to an economic system as a whole.  Particular emphasis is 

given to the study of national income and price determination, economic 

performance measures, economic growth, and international economics. Students 

are required to sit for the AP exam.  Enrollment is limited.   
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Foreign Policy (American) since World War II: “Global hegemony or benevolent 

leader?” (FORMS V AND VI) ½ CREDIT, SPRING SEMESTER, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY 

CYCLE 

This course will examine American foreign policy since World War II.  Initially, 

students will explore the factors that created the Cold War and how American 

foreign policy was largely determined by the bipolar structure of the international 

system and a perceived communist threat.  The second half of the course will 

address the post-cold war international system and the increasing challenges faced 

by American policy makers today.  We will explore some of the current issues in 

global politics and explore the sources of declining faith in America’s ―moral 

leadership.‖   Readings will consist of college-level texts and a combination of 

newspaper and periodical articles.  In addition to keeping up with the reading 

assignments, students will be expected to write four essays and take a final 

examination at the end of the semester. 

 

History of Modern China (FORMS V AND VI) ½ CREDIT, SPRING SEMESTER, SIX PERIODS OVER 

AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE, MEETS BEFORE SCHOOL 

The dawn of the twenty-first century has witnessed China’s reemergence as a 

world economic power. This course begins in the early twentieth century with a 

semi-colonized, pre-industrial Middle Kingdom and proceeds to the present day. 

Students will study epic events and their historical significance: the Nationalist 

Revolution in 1911 and a break from 3000 years of dynastic tradition, the 

Communist Revolution and the exorcising of Imperialism, the Cultural 

Revolution and the torments of Marxist experimentation, the Tiananmen Square 

massacre and the ongoing struggle between a market economy and political 

authoritarianism, and China’s current globalization and the world-shaping 

significance of an emergent Chinese middle-class. Other themes range from the 

broad interaction of Western ideas and traditional culture to current environmental 

challenges. At the end of the course, students will study current events, choose an 

issue facing China in the twenty-first century, and create a final project that offers 

analysis and a prognosis. Material consists of primary sources, excerpts from 

books such as Snow’s Red Star Over China, Salisbury’s Tiananmen Diary: 

Thirteen Days in June, and Wudunn and Kristof’s Thunder from the East, as well 

as videos and current events. Evaluation is based on class participation, essays, 

occasional quizzes, and the final project.  
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History of War I (FORMS V AND VI) ½ CREDIT, FALL SEMESTER, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY 

CYCLE 

First Semester – The course explores why war has been such a dominant, 

recurring and terrible aspect of the history of mankind.  Is war a potential force 

for good, to insure justice or an evil necessity for self-defense?  Or is war a 

corrosive wrong which is never acceptable?  The course begins the Trojan War. 

The wars of Alexander the Great, Hannibal, Caesar, the Middle Ages, the French 

Revolution and Napoleonic eras, the Crimean and the Franco-Prussian wars are 

all examined.  The leaders (political and military), the soldiers, the causes and 

results of the wars are examined.  The semester ends with an in-depth 

examination of the slaughters of World War I.  Texts include: All Quiet on the 

Western Front, A Message to Garcia, and The Crisis of Islam. 

 

History of War II (FORMS V AND VI) ½ CREDIT, SPRING SEMESTER, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-

DAY CYCLE 

Second Semester – The course focuses on the United States’ involvement in wars 

and conflicts from World War II to the present situation in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Discussions will be aided with the movies, books and songs of the eras. We will 

try to understand the feelings and motives of young men (and women) who fought 

in these wars (draftees or volunteers) by bringing speakers who have served.  

 

Justice (FORM VI) ½ CREDIT, FALL SEMESTER, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Is it virtuous to torture a suspect to get information? Is it right to steal a drug that 

your child needs to survive? Is it good to tax the rich to help the poor? These are a 

few of the moral questions that can animate an investigation of competing 

meanings of justice, meanings situated in historical narrative and utilized in 

contemporary society. Building upon foundations (in terms of both content and 

skill) established in the Humanities course, the class would explore debates about 

justice prominent in both moral and political philosophy, and challenge students 

to subject their own views and definitions to critical examination. Principal 

readings would be drawn from Michael Sandel’s Justice: What’s the Right Thing 

to Do?, and supplemented with scholarship from thinkers such as Aristotle, 

Locke, Bentham, Kant, Rawls, and MacIntyre. Students would be required to 

conduct class discussions, submit written analysis, and present findings on various 

theories of justice, their authors, and their contexts. 
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Sports & American Society (FORM VI) ½ CREDIT, SPRING SEMESTER, SIX PERIODS OVER AN 

EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Sports have played a vital role in American culture, especially in the last one 

hundred years.  In many ways, a close examination of sports provides a useful 

window into the experience of many groups of people.  Events in the wide world 

of sports can have a meaning far beyond the score of a particular game.  This 

course will examine the nature of various sports and their role in American 

society from historical and contemporary perspectives.  We will consider the 

relationship between sports and such issues as gender, race, class, ethnicity, 

sexuality, nationalism, and the role of the media in order to determine how 

developments in sports have influenced, and have been influenced by, American 

society and culture. Throughout the course of the semester, we will examine 

diverse issues, centered around four general themes:  civic religion, globalism, 

gender equity, and socioeconomic mobility.  Texts include: In These Girls, Hope 

Is a Muscle, Friday Night Lights: A Town, A Team, and a Dream.  

 

African Studies (Consortium) 

See Consortium Courses for description. 

 

Economics (AP) (Consortium) 

See Consortium Courses for description. 
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WORLD LANGUAGE 
 

CHINESE 

 

Chinese III ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Students continue with Chinese Primer, the textbook introduced in Chinese II.  

Aural-oral and character writing skills will be increasingly emphasized.  The 

course begins with an extensive review of the grammar presented in Chinese I.  

The new units expand the vocabulary bank and present new grammar.  Chinese 

culture related to each chapter of the text continues to be studied in this course. 

 

Chinese IV ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

This course begins with a review of the major points of grammar studied in 

Chinese III.  The new work continues to expand the vocabulary bank and present 

new grammar.  Increasing emphasis on aural-oral reading and character writing 

skills continues.  Chinese culture related to each chapter of the text is woven into 

many aspects of the course. 

 

Chinese V ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

This course offers Chinese language instruction at the intermediate mid-level.  

The course is conducted in Chinese.  It aims to provide a solid foundation in 

grammar and expand the students’ ability to handle everyday situations and tasks 

in Chinese.  Students will be asked to write short essays.  Oral, aural, reading and 

writing practice will be emphasized through reading intermediate level materials 

in Chinese. 

 

Chinese VI ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

This course continues to advance the student’s listening and speaking, reading and 

writing skills.  In addition to language proficiency, the course also focuses on the 

student’s cultural proficiency.  Chinese language instruction will be at the 

intermediate-high level.  The course will be conducted in Chinese only.  It also 

aims to provide a good understanding of the Chinese culture and traditions 

through cultural comparison.  Students will be asked to make oral and written 

presentations regarding a variety of cultural topics. 
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Chinese Language & Culture (AP) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY 

CYCLE 

The goals of this course include the achievement of intermediate level 

competence in three communicative modes in Chinese: interpersonal, interpretive 

and presentational modes as measured by the required Advance Placement in 

Chinese Language and Culture Examination.  The course is taught primarily in 

Chinese.  The student is expected to write short essays and make formal oral 

presentations in class frequently.  They are also exposed to the formats of the 

exam and trained in trained in aural, oral and written exercises.  The course also 

emphasizes on the learning of the different aspects of the Chinese culture and 

traditions.     

 

 

FRENCH 

 

French III ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

  Class is conducted primarily in French, and students are required to speak mostly 

French.  French III uses the third textbook of a 3-level method.  Cultural 

situations are discussed in class using both previously acquired and new 

vocabulary.  Extracts of literature are studied to continue development of reading 

comprehension skills.  Films are added to the curriculum to develop 

conversational skills and to present cultural situations.  A grammar workbook is 

also part of the French III curriculum.  It presents a systematic study of French 

verbs in all forms and tenses and a study of all syntax necessary to write proper 

French. 

 

French III (H) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Prerequisites: Teacher recommendations with the approval of the Department 

Chair. Class is conducted almost exclusively in French, and students are required 

to speak mostly French.  This Honors course exposes students to the same 

material and methods used in French III, but the pace of the course is faster and 

the study more intensive, covering more cultural presentations.  The course also 

aims to train students to hear, speak, read and write easily in French.   
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French Conversation & Culture ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY 

CYCLE 

French IV is a conversation course in which students regularly practice handling 

practical situations that they would confront if living, studying or traveling in a 

French-speaking country.  Through theme based real life situations students 

expand and perfect their knowledge of grammar and vocabulary as well as their 

comprehension and pronunciation by actively participating in discussions, role-

plays, impromptu presentations and exposes.  As mastering a language 

simultaneously means heightening one’s awareness of cultural differences, 

students also study, discuss, and even interpret short literary works, songs, 

television shows, advertisements/commercials, films and articles of the French-

speaking world.  The course is aimed at developing confidence in stretching one’s 

language abilities so that, through taking language risks, students maximize their 

communicative ability. 

 

French (H), Advanced ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

This Honors course is taught exclusively in French and is designed to allow a 

student to reach a high level of proficiency in both oral and written French.  

Thorough French grammar and a large bank of vocabulary will be used 

throughout the course in advanced drills, compositions and conversations.  

Students will study and enhance their appreciation for francophone culture 

through various media.  Complete works of francophone literature will be read 

and studied.  Creative writing as well as literary criticism will be taught and 

practiced.  Oral presentations in French will help provide students with life skills 

to communicate at ease in all francophone countries. 

 

French (AP) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Prerequisites:  Teacher recommendations with the approval of the Department 

Chair. Class is taught solely in French and the students are required to speak only 

French in class.  Students are exposed to the numerous formats of the AP exam 

and trained in aural, oral and written exercises.  The course also includes an in-

depth review of grammar, and a study of French literature and French movies. 

Students are required to sit for the AP exam. 
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LATIN 

 

Classical Culture & Civilization (FORMS V AND VI) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS 

OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Prerequisites: This class will be offered as a fulfillment of the language 

requirement for any Form V or Form VI student who has completed one course 

above the Latin III level, or as an elective open to all students who have not yet 

taken Latin (non-Latin students will need the permission of the Department 

Chair). Offering different academic foci, segments may include emphases on 

archaeology, drama, philosophy, ancient history, geography, and 

mythology.  This course will be based on translations of primary sources and rely 

more heavily on exploration into the people and institutions of the Classical world 

and their contributions to modern civilization.  

 

Classical Greek (H): Introduction to Classical Greek Philosophy & Literature ONE 

CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Prerequisites: Completion of the departmental graduation requirement and either 

AP Latin or Latin IV Honors. Students without this background must seek 

departmental approval and complete the introductory level work before enrolling 

for this course. This course is an accelerated, Honors level study of the beginning 

and intermediate Classical Greek, and an introduction to the reading of selected 

classical Greek authors in the original.  Readings will include, but not be limited 

to, Plato, Aristotle, Herodotus, Homer, and the Tragedians, Aeschylus, Sophocles, 

Euripides.  Students will also study Greek culture including Greek Art and 

Archaeology, History and Mythology, through completing supplementary 

readings in English. 

 

Latin, High School ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

This course will be offered to students entering the Upper School with little or no 

experience in Latin.  This course will cover the curriculum of Latin I and Latin 

II.  It emphasizes the beginning elements of grammar, reading, and writing, and 

establishes a base of vocabulary upon which future courses in the language 

depend. Students will review basic vocabulary and grammar from level I and then 

progress to more advanced concepts in Latin Grammar.  Topics for this year will 

include the Passive Voice, Subjunctive mood and advanced uses of all the 

cases and participles.  In addition, students will study Greco-Roman civilization 

through a series of readings, both in English and Latin. 
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Latin III & Latin III (H) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

This course continues the study of Latin beyond the intermediate level, beginning 

with a review of all Latin grammar, including basic syntax (rules of how words fit 

together in sentences) and morphology (forms or endings).  Honors students will 

spend less time on review and will complete assignments that are more 

advanced.  In addition, students will learn more advanced concepts of Latin 

grammar.  The course also moves students into the reading and study of Latin 

literature.  The Lingua Latina course is used for this purpose.  Students will end 

the class reading two original works of Latin literature, Caesar’s De Bello Gallico, 

and Plautus’ Amphitryo. 

 

Latin IV & Latin IV (H): Survey of Latin Literature ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS 

OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

In this course, students build on the knowledge of grammar, vocabulary and 

culture they gained from the Ecce Romani and Lingua Latina series and apply it 

to lengthier, original Latin texts. Throughout the study of these works, students 

become familiar with poetic and rhetorical devices, text in meter and mythology. 

Honors students will focus on developing their critical thinking skills and 

argumentative essay writing, both of which are important for their progress in the 

Latin program and in their preparation for the Advanced Placement 

curriculum.  Assignments include papers and studies in cultural and literary 

aspects of Classical Rome. Original texts studied in this course include works by 

Ovid, Horace, Catullus, Sallust, Cicero and Vergil. 

 

Latin: Vergil (AP) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

The AP Latin course is an advanced level study of a timeless masterpiece of 

world literature, Publius Vergilius Maro’s Aeneid.  Students will gain a greater 

appreciation of the epic and Vergil’s artistry as well as develop skills in critical 

analysis of literature.  They will achieve this through regular reading and 

translation of the Latin text, as well as through frequent written analyses of the 

text.  The Aeneid will provide many opportunities for each student to engage in 

the text as well as issues relating both to the ancient and modern world, through 

the exploration of the Trojan War saga.  Students are required to sit for the AP 

exam. 
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SPANISH 

 

Spanish I ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Students entering the Upper School with little or no experience in Spanish will 

take this course.  It introduces pronunciation, emphasizes the beginning elements 

of grammar, reading, writing, speaking and listening comprehension, and 

establishes a base of vocabulary upon which future courses in the language 

depend. 

 

Spanish II ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

 This course is a continuation of the program with increasing emphasis on reading, 

vocabulary development, and free oral expression.  The grammar presented in 

first-year Spanish is reviewed, and all remaining major structures are introduced, 

including the future tense, the conditional tense, the compound tenses and the 

subjunctive mood.  Hispanic culture, presented in short readings in Spanish, is 

woven into many aspects of the course. 

 

Spanish III ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

 The course is designed to strengthen the student's command of spoken and written 

Spanish.  Special emphasis is placed on skill in discussing present, past and future 

events.  The student also strengthens his ability to express feelings, opinions and 

assumptions by using the subjunctive and conditional constructions.  Along with 

the mastery of grammar and the development of vocabulary, considerable 

attention is given to the development of reading skills by studying brief works of 

Spanish and Latin American literature. 

 

Spanish III (H) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

 This course rapidly reviews all elements of grammar while emphasizing speaking, 

listening, reading and writing at an advanced level.  During the first semester, 

students focus on everyday topics and events to build an expansive vocabulary, to 

prepare skits, to converse extemporaneously, and to sharpen their reading, writing 

and listening skills.  The second semester continues this focus, but adds the major 

component of reading short literary works from the Hispanic world with the goal 

of generating discussion, cultural understanding, historical perspective and 

original dramatizations.  
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Spanish IV ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Continuing the approach followed through level III, this course reviews and 

reinforces all of the grammar previously studied and requires the student to use it 

to communicate effectively in Spanish.  The course focuses primary attention on 

the four linguistic skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening and 

emphasizes the concurrent utilization of all tenses and moods.  Making use of 

culturally relevant literature, the course has the goal of strengthening both the 

student’s language skills and the student’s cultural awareness. 

 

Hispanic Language & Culture ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

 The class will work to continue the development of a student’s Spanish skills 

through a variety of media including but not limited to literature, films, the 

Internet and various cultural activities.  Students will practice oral, aural, reading 

and writing skills while gaining appreciation for the rich heritage of the Spanish-

speaking world. 

 

Senior Spanish (H) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Prerequisites: Teacher recommendations with the approval of the Department 

Chair.  In this ―AP-level‖ seminar, the course is conducted entirely in Spanish; 

students will read, discuss and write essays analyzing peninsular and Latin 

American works representative of a wide range of genres and epochs. Student 

may elect to sit for the AP exam. 

 

Spanish Conversation & Grammar (H) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-

DAY CYCLE 

 This course reinforces the previously studied grammar and syntax while 

emphasizing effective application of all the linguistic skills to promote high-level 

communication.  The course employs a variety of literature and media to promote 

precise and increasingly sophisticated writing as well as extemporaneous 

speaking through conversation and debate.  The course focuses on culturally 

relevant topics to strengthen the student’s understanding of the peoples who speak 

Spanish. 
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Spanish Conversation & Literature (H) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-

DAY CYCLE 

Prerequisites: Spanish Conversation & Grammar Honors, teacher 

recommendations, and/or approval of the Department Chair.  The goals of this 

course include achievement and strengthening competence in speaking, listening 

comprehension, reading and writing.  Taught entirely in Spanish, this class 

promotes a high level of daily discussion and debate through the use of literary 

selections representative of Spanish and Hispanic cultures.  The principal literary 

emphasis is on the modern short story, but attention is also given to poetry and 

drama.  By the end of the course, the student should feel prepared and confident 

should he elect to sit for the AP exam. 

 

Chinese, Introduction to Mandarin (Consortium) 

See Consortium Courses for description. 
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MATHEMATICS 

 
Algebra, High School ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Prerequisites:  Algebra I. The aim of this course is to strengthen algebraic fundamentals 

that are vital to the entire Upper School mathematics curriculum.  Students enrolled in 

this course have taken Algebra I and will benefit from additional time spent mastering 

skills and material that they will use in future courses.  This class will give students 

additional exposure to the main topics of Algebra including the order of operations, 

solving equations, and graphing relations.  Students will complete an entire Algebra I text 

and preview, as time permits, several important Algebra II topics.  The instructor will 

also set-aside course time to work on particular review topics as seen fit. 

 

Algebra II (REQUIRED COURSE TYPICALLY TAKEN IN FORM III) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS 

OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

This course builds on the foundations of linear and quadratic relations developed in 

Algebra I and introduces the student to exponential, logarithmic, rational, and polynomial 

relations and functions.  Development of fundamental graphing skills is stressed early in 

the course to allow students the opportunity to begin exploration of mathematics with the 

graphing calculator in the later part of the course.  Students will need a TI 83/84 graphing 

calculator. 

 

Algebra II (H) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Prerequisites: Students must have permission of the Department Chair. This is a more 

rigorous treatment of the subject than the regular course in Algebra II.  Added emphasis 

is put on mathematical structure and as well as independent problem solving.  Students 

should have more highly developed arithmetic and graphing skills since the TI 83/84 

graphing calculator will be an important tool used throughout the course. This course is 

not a prerequisite for taking honors level work in subsequent years.   

 

Calculus ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Prerequisites: PreCalculus (formerly Advanced Algebra and Trigonometry) or 

PreCalculus Honors. This course introduces students to the fundamental concepts of 

calculus and their applications. The course does not follow the AP curriculum; however, 

it is intended to prepare the student for calculus at the college level by exposing him to 

limits, derivatives, and integrals. Students are required to own a TI 83/84 graphing 

calculator, which is used throughout this course. 
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Calculus AB (AP) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Prerequisites: A minimum grade of 82 in PreCalculus Honors and approval of the 

Department Chair.  This course is an introduction to Calculus following the AB syllabus 

of the Advanced Placement Program. Topics studied include elementary functions, limits, 

derivatives, definite and indefinite integrals, and applications. This is a rigorous course 

requiring considerable preparation on a daily basis. Students are required to own a TI 

83/84 graphing calculator; it is used throughout this course. Students are required to sit 

for the AP exam. 

 

Calculus BC (AP) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Prerequisites: A minimum grade of 82 in Turbo PreCalculus with Introductory Analysis 

and approval of the Department Chair. This course is an introduction to Calculus 

following the BC syllabus of the Advanced Placement Program. In addition to the topics 

covered in the AB course, students will study vector functions, parametrically defined 

functions, and Taylor series. Students are required to own a TI 83/84 graphing calculator; 

it is used throughout this course. Students are required to sit for the AP exam. 

 

Computer Science A (AP) (FORMS IV, V AND VI) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-

DAY CYCLE  

Prerequisites: Instructor approval. This course is an introductory course in computer 

science. It is open to all students with a strong mathematical background and with the 

permission of the instructor.  The Java programming language is used to develop 

computer programs and algorithms for solving computation problems.  The course 

emphasizes program design, control structures, algorithm development and analysis, and 

fundamental data structures. Almost all of the class and homework assignments will 

involve active programming.  Students are required to sit for the AP exam.   

 

Discrete & Applied Mathematics (FORM VI) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY 

CYCLE 

Prerequisites: PreCalculus (formerly Advanced Algebra and Trigonometry). This course 

explores applications of mathematics in the contemporary world.  Students will learn to 

analyze and model real-world phenomena using a variety of mathematical techniques.  

Topics covered include elementary statistics and data analysis, counting and probability, 

game theory, number theory and graph theory.  Emphasis will be put on using 

mathematics to make informed decisions about tangible questions.  The course will 

include applications to cryptology, voting, investment, economics, gambling, and traffic 

among others.  Students are required to own a TI 83/84 graphing calculator; it is used 

throughout this course. 

 



29 
 

Geometry (REQUIRED COURSE TYPICALLY TAKEN IN FORM IV) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS 

OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Prerequisites: Algebra II. This course will use both deductive and inductive reasoning to 

develop an understanding of plane and solid geometry.  Topics include congruency, 

inequality, constructions, areas, volumes, and right angle theory as they apply to the 

traditional geometric figures of points, lines, angles, triangles, quadrilaterals, etc. and 

their three dimensional counterparts.  Additional emphasis and outside work is given to 

developing proofs of theorems and the foundations of geometry.  

 

Geometry (H) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Prerequisites: Students must have permission of the Department Chair. A course for 

students who are capable of moving at a faster pace, solving longer and more difficult 

problems and doing more abstract thinking than the regular geometry course requires.  A 

wider variety of topics will also be offered and the presentation of the subject stresses the 

structure and concepts to a greater degree.  This course is not a prerequisite for taking 

honors level work in subsequent years.   

 

PreCalculus ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE  

Prerequisites: Algebra II and Geometry. This is a study of the elementary algebraic and 

transcendental functions (polynomial, trigonometric, logarithmic, exponential, rational, 

etc.) and other relations. Students are required to own a TI 83/84 graphing calculator; it is 

used throughout the course. While students successfully completing this course should be 

prepared for further study in mathematics, the course does not meet the prerequisite 

requirement for AP Calculus. 

 

PreCalculus (H) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Prerequisites: A minimum grade of 85 in both Geometry and Algebra II and the approval 

of the Department Chair. This is an Honors course and offers a more complete 

preparation for calculus, particularly the Advanced Placement course. The emphasis is on 

the study and analysis of functions, particularly polynomial, trigonometric, exponential, 

and logarithmic functions. Notation and topics used in calculus are introduced and used 

throughout the course. Students are required to own a TI 83/84 graphing calculator; it is 

used extensively in this course. 
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Turbo PreCalculus with Introductory Analysis (H) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN 

EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Prerequisites: A minimum grade of 85 in both Geometry Honors and Algebra II Honors 

and the approval of the Department Chair. This is an Honors course and a more rigorous 

treatment of PreCalculus including an introduction to the calculus topics of limits and the 

derivative. Students selecting this option are expected to continue into the more advanced 

Calculus BC in their senior year. Students are required to own a TI 83/84 graphing 

calculator; it is used extensively in this course. 

 

Statistics (AP) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Prerequisites: Completion of or enrollment in PreCalculus Honors and approval of the 

Department Chair. This course follows the syllabus of Statistics in the Advanced 

Placement Program. Students are introduced to the major concepts and tools for 

collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. Most of the course is 

application-oriented; students learn about exploring data, planning a study of the 

observed patterns, producing models for investigation, and drawing conclusions from 

their study. The course may be particularly useful to students planning future study in 

business, economics, education, psychology, sociology, medicine, and engineering. 

Students are required to own a TI 83/84 graphing calculator; it is used throughout this 

course. Students are required to sit for the AP exam. 

 

Multivariable Calculus (H) (Consortium) 

See Consortium Courses for description. 
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SCIENCE 
LAB COURSES 

 

Biology (FORM III) ONE LAB CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

 This course is an introductory study of life science. Cell biology, biochemistry, 

evolution, survey of kingdoms, genetics, and human physiology are the key 

subjects covered.  Numerous handouts and the textbook are utilized as reference 

material. Class participation is emphasized and extensive lab experience provides 

a solid introduction to the study of living things.  

 

Biology (H) (FORM III) ONE LAB CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

 Enrollment Criteria: Students will be placed according to their eighth grade 

teacher’s recommendation if they are returning Landon students or placed by the 

Science Department Chair in the case of new students to Landon. This course is a 

more technical and rigorous study of life science, which takes a biochemical 

approach. The depth and pace are greater and student participation and 

collaboration are keys to success. Laboratory experience will be more self-

directed and will involve more abstract biological topics. 

  

Biology (AP) (FORMS V AND VI) ONE LAB CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, TWELVE PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-

DAY CYCLE 

 Prerequisites: 1 year biology and 1 year chemistry, Summer Assignment is 

required and will be assigned in June as well as a minimum grade of 90 in all 

regular level science courses or a minimum grade of 85 in any Honors science 

courses. The AP Biology course is designed to be the equivalent of a college 

introductory biology course.  Material will be organized into three separate yet 

interconnected divisions: Molecules and Cells, Heredity and Evolution, and 

Organisms and Populations.  Several recurring themes will be reinforced, uniting 

the various aspects of biology.  These themes include: science as an everyday 

process, relationship of structure and function, and interdependence in nature.  

Heavy emphasis will be placed on laboratory work.  There will be several 

occasions to perform in-depth explorations and activities.  The laboratory 

experiences will include: performing DNA transformations and DNA 

electrophoresis, measuring the amount of water utilized during plant transpiration, 

measuring the amount of oxygen utilized during cellular respiration, and 

monitoring the heart rate of an ectothermic organism.  The students will also 

develop their critical thinking and analytical skills as the year progresses. Students 

are required to sit for the AP exam. 
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Conceptual Chemistry (FORMS IV, V AND VI) ONE LAB CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER 

AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Conceptual Chemistry (also known as Chemistry in the Community or 

ChemCom) is a course developed by the American Chemical Society.  ChemCom 

takes a different approach to the learning of chemistry. The focus of this course is 

on the principle concepts of chemistry, the importance of chemistry, and the role 

it plays in our world.  It is designed to emphasize the scientific basis for solving 

key issues facing today’s citizens, such as petroleum shortages and access to pure 

water.  Each of the eight units revolves around a societal question. This question 

creates a need to know chemistry in order to find a solution. The context of each 

question involves a community issue: local, workplace, national or global. The 

chemistry presented to the students builds upon the same vocabulary, thinking 

skills, problem solving and lab techniques as most traditional introductory 

chemistry courses. However, in ChemCom, the student is led to integrate what 

they have learned to see how it addresses issues in the real world. This is 

accomplished through many decision-making activities that are a part of the 

course. Analyzing written material and debating the risks and benefits of issues 

presented are as important as math skills in this course.  It is the long-term goal of 

the curriculum to present to the students the need and the skills to acquire 

technical knowledge to make intelligent decisions for themselves and for the 

communities in which they belong. 

 

Chemistry (FORMS IV, V AND VI) ONE LAB CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY 

CYCLE 

 The course is a general survey of the principles of physical, analytical, inorganic 

and organic chemistry.  There is special emphasis put on atomic theory, problem-

solving and logical thought processes.  The mathematics of chemistry involves 

algebraic equations with one unknown.  The lab emphasis is on student-oriented 

inquiry based work.  It is both qualitative and quantitative in nature and involves 

individual observations and interpretations.  This course is strongly recommended 

for anyone who will be taking science courses in college. 
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Chemistry (H) (FORMS IV, V AND VI) ONE LAB CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-

DAY CYCLE 

 Prerequisites: Biology as well as a minimum grade of 90 in all regular level 

science/math courses or a minimum grade of 85 in any Honors science/math 

courses. The Honors Chemistry course is designed to be an AP Chemistry 

preparation course.  Students who successfully complete the course will be amply 

prepared to take the SAT II examination in Chemistry at the end of the school 

year.  Topics developed in Honors Chemistry include work with chemical 

reactions, predictions and analysis related to unknown quantities, math functions, 

and molecular compositions of various chemicals.  Mathematical interpretations 

will be emphasized through each topic covered.  Laboratory time will enable 

students to collect and interpret data relevant to the lecture.   

 

Chemistry (AP) (FORMS V AND VI) ONE LAB CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, TWELVE PERIODS OVER AN 

EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

 Prerequisites: Chemistry, Algebra II, and Summer Assignment is required and 

will be assigned in June as well as a minimum grade of 90 in all regular level 

science/math courses or a minimum grade of 85 in any Honors science/math 

courses. This course is designed to approximate the scope, depth, and pace of a 

college-level, general chemistry course.  Major emphasis is placed on chemical 

calculations and mathematical formulation of chemical principles.  Labs will 

consist of formal lab reports that are consistent with college level expectations.  

The curriculum is geared towards highly motivated students who have developed 

the ability to think clearly and express ideas both orally and in writing with clarity 

and logic.  Those students who demonstrate both a strong interest and ability in 

math and science and are considering science, pre-med, or engineering majors are 

most appropriate.  A strong performance in this class will prepare students for the 

SAT II. Students are required to sit for the AP exam. 

 

Environmental Science (AP) (FORMS V AND VI) ONE LAB CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, TWELVE 

PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

 Enrollment Criteria:  At least an 85 in all regular level science courses or at least 

an 80 in any honors science courses.  Additionally, students must have achieved 

at least an 85 in all English courses. The course will follow the AP curriculum to 

prepare students for the AP exam in May.  Field work, field trips, labs and other 

hands-on activities will be an integral part of the curriculum.  The difference 

between AP Environmental Science and Environmental Studies is that the AP 

class is more science-oriented, although there is considerable discussion of ethics, 

economics, policy and other issues.  The AP class requires more time 

commitment, in and out of class, than Environmental Studies. Students are 

required to sit for the AP exam. 
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Conceptual Physics (FORMS IV, V AND VI) ONE LAB CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN 

EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

This course presents the concepts of physics to students whose primary focus is 

not the sciences, and whose only exposure to physics will be this course.  It is not 

intended to prepare students for the study of science or engineering in college.  

Emphasis is on understanding and elementary mathematical modeling of physical 

phenomena.  Topics include mechanics, properties of matter, heat, sound, 

electricity & magnetism, light and atomic nuclear physics.  Form IV and V 

students may study additional topics.  Laboratories illustrate phenomena. 

 

Physics B (AP) (FORMS V AND VI) ONE LAB CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, TWELVE PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-

DAY CYCLE 

Prerequisites: Summer Reading is recommended; check Landon web site for 

assignment as well as a minimum grade of 90 in all regular level science/math 

courses or a minimum grade of 85 in any Honors science/math courses. Co-

requisites: PreCalculus (Honors). This course is a rigorous introduction to 

classical and modern physics.  Knowledge of algebra and basic trigonometry is 

required; basic calculus concepts are introduced.  The major goal of the course is 

the understanding of basic principles and applying those principles in the solution 

of problems.  Topics are dictated by the College Board in preparation for the AP 

Physics B-level Examination, which is a course requirement.  The course is fast 

paced, with weekly graded homework and quizzes; it is not for the faint of heart. 

Students are required to sit for the AP exam. 
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Physics C (AP) (FORM VI) ONE LAB CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, TWELVE PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY 

CYCLE 

Prerequisites: A minimum grade of 90 in all regular level science/math courses or 

a minimum grade of 85 in any Honors science/math courses. Co-requisites: 

Calculus AP, BC strongly recommended. Physics C AP is a rigorous, calculus-

driven physics course comparable to those offered to first-year science majors at 

selective colleges and universities.  The first semester focuses on classical 

mechanics.  Kinematics, dynamics (both linear and circular), energy formulations 

of mechanics problems, and the simple harmonic oscillator are studied in detail.  

The calculus concepts of the derivative and the definite integral are introduced 

and used where appropriate.  The second semester focuses on the development of 

Maxwell’s equations in their integral form, and their applications, including DC 

circuits.  The course includes a significant laboratory component. The course 

prepares the student to take the two C-level Advanced Placement Exams 

(Mechanics and Electricity/Magnetism). Students are required to sit for the AP 

exam. 

 

 

NON-LAB COURSES 

 

Earth & Environmental Studies, Introduction to (FORMS IV, V AND VI) ONE NON-LAB 

CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Earth and Environmental Studies is an interdisciplinary course. The primary focus 

is to educate students on the complexity of major local and global environmental 

issues, and in the process, help students build a stronger connection to the natural 

world. The course will strive to inspire and empower students that they have the 

ability to create change in the world, and give them many opportunities to do so. 

Students in the Earth and Environmental Studies course will play an important 

role in implementing specific initiatives in accordance with Landon School’s new 

institutional commitment to Environmental Stewardship. In addition to learning 

about subjects such as environmental ethics, ecology, meteorology, and geology, 

students will learn kinesthetically by having responsibilities in the school 

greenhouse. 
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Forensic Science (FORMS V AND VI) ONE NON-LAB CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN 

EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Prerequisites: 1 year biology and 1 year chemistry. At the heart of forensic 

science is the scientific method.  In this course, students will learn and apply the 

scientific method to the study of criminal investigation and law.  The goal of this 

course is not only to produce good scientists, but more importantly, good citizens 

that can correctly interpret the scientific evidence brought to bear in modern 

criminal trials. Material will be roughly organized into four separate yet 

interconnected divisions: Forensics and the Law, Physical Evidence, Traditional 

Biological Evidence and Forensic Anthropology, and finally DNA Evidence.  

While this course will utilize readings and lectures, heavy emphasis will be placed 

on hands-on demonstrations and laboratory work.  There will be many occasions 

to perform in-depth explorations and simulated crime scene analyses.  This course 

may also include several mandatory and optional field trips to relevant area 

institutions and guest experts in the classroom. Students will develop their critical 

thinking and analytical skills as the year progresses and the course will culminate 

in a large-scale crime scene analysis project. 

 

Global Studies (H), Advanced (Consortium) 

See Consortium Courses for description. 

 

Psychology (AP) (Consortium) 

See Consortium Courses for description. 
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STUDIO ARTS 
 

Studio Art Electives ½ CREDIT, SEMESTER COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE  

Choices include: Drawing, Painting, Sculpture, Ceramics, Digital Art and Photography.  

A studio art elective may be repeated for credit only with permission of the Department 

Chair.   

 

Please note: Drawing must be completed within the first year of the studio art experience in the 

Upper School. 

 

Architecture, Introduction to 

Prerequisites: Drawing and either Ceramics or Sculpture. This preparatory course in 

architecture introduces students to world architecture and urbanism from prehistory to the 

current era as well as developing and honing the main visualizing skill of the architect: 

drawing. The course helps students understand the various cultural, technological, 

philosophical, and aesthetic ideas that helped shape buildings through history. Buildings 

and settlements on all of the major continents and in all of the major world cultures are 

discussed.  Additionally, students will become familiar with methodological practices 

of the architect, designer, and artist through the learning of basic 3-D computer generated 

forms and models. Students will be expected to learn and understand fully the concepts 

and material presented in class, and exhibit an ability to interpret data meaningfully and 

independently in projects and assignments. This course will be offered only in the second 

semester.   

 

Ceramics  

A beginning course in ceramics that provides students with a basic working knowledge of 

the materials and forming methods employed by ceramic artists.  Students use the potter’s 

wheel and a variety of hand-building techniques in order to complete a wide range of 

projects; sculptural and utilitarian in nature.  The course expands on the common notions 

of ceramics and its function.  Glazing and kiln firing techniques are also discussed. 

 

Digital Art  

This course explores the creative potential of digital graphics and media.   Students 

develop both technical and artistic skills using computers as a creative tool to generate 

original images.  Software involved: Photoshop, DreamWeaver, Flash, Painter, and 

Illustrator. 
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Drawing 

A foundation course designed to facilitate and improve one’s approach to 

representational drawing.  Special emphasis is placed on the recognition and ordering of 

basic visual relationships in still life, landscape, architectural, figure motifs, and on the 

practice of drawing as visual reasoning. As students begin to gain control of formal visual 

elements and progress to the advanced level, a wider range of subject matter and concepts 

are introduced. 

 

Painting  

A beginning course in oil painting primarily concerned with an introduction to the 

materials, conventions and languages of painting.  Techniques will develop within the 

context of exploration and application.  Content and meaning will be examined through 

observation and interpretation.  The main goal of this class is to provide a strong 

foundation in the basics of oil painting so that students are familiar and comfortable with 

the materials and processes.  However, students will be encouraged to develop personal 

approaches to convey their ideas, and develop creative intelligence to communicate and 

recognize meaning and expression.  

 

Photography  

A course designed to provide students with a working knowledge of a manual 35 mm 

camera and visual means to explore the creative potential of photography.  Students will 

print and develop images in a well-equipped darkroom and will have access to digital 

cameras and printers. 

 

Sculpture  

A course designed to explore the fundamental concepts and methods employed by 

sculptors.  Concepts will be approached using clay, plaster, foam, wood, metal and fiber.  

Sculpture students will be given assigned problems structured to study form in nature and 

the work of other sculptors. Students will employ basic elements of sculpture such as: 

form, mass, positive/negative space and texture to create works, which will lead to a 

basic understanding of the inter-relationships of pure form. 

 

Art History (AP) (Consortium) (FORMS V AND VI)  

See Consortium Courses for description. 
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PERFORMING ARTS 
 

DRAMA 

 

Acting Workshop ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Although primarily an acting course consisting of games, exercises, and prepared 

performances, the student will also be exposed to script analysis and technical 

theatre through a combination of readings, field trips to local productions, video 

tapes, and special guests.  There will be some homework, including line 

memorization, script reading, some short analytical papers, and excerpts from 

critical and historical texts.  In even numbered years (2010-2011), the course will 

emphasize contemporary drama.  In odd-numbered years (2011-2012), it will 

focus more on the history of theatre.  The course may be taken twice for credit 

with permission of the instructor.   

 
 

MUSIC 

  

Bearitones (FORMS IV, V AND VI) ½ CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, THREE PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY 

CYCLE 

 Prerequisites: Admission by approval of the director and must be enrolled in 

Chamber Singers. The Bearitones is a select group of Chamber Singers, who 

specialize in a cappella vocal works.  Bearitones are expected to be able to 

maintain an independent vocal part. The group’s diverse repertoire includes 

Renaissance madrigals, Victorian part-songs, and close-harmony arrangements of 

barbershop, folk, and popular music. Piano or voice lessons are encouraged. Past 

performances have included school and community venues, pops concerts, 

regional and state competitions, The United States White House and the Vocal 

Ensembles Night of the ISCF. 

 

Chamber Singers ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE  

 Prerequisites: Admission by approval of the director. Members of Chamber 

Singers work to expand their vocal ability, improve their music reading skills, and 

to learn the great musical literature written for men’s voices and mixed chorus. 

Past performances include the Independent Schools Choral Festival at 

Washington National Cathedral, a December Concert, the University of Maryland 

Men’s Choral Festival, Evensong at Washington National Cathedral, Competitive 

Adjudications, The Kennedy Center Honors Concert and a spring tour. Recent 

trips have been to New York, Orlando, Philadelphia, and Chicago. Piano or voice 

lessons are encouraged.   
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Handbell Ringers, Advanced (FORMS IV, V AND VI) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS 

OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Prerequisites: Admission by the approval of the director. This is an advanced 

performing group of experienced and capable ringers.  This ensemble will prepare 

challenging and technically demanding repertoire, building on skills and 

techniques acquired in Intermediate Handbells.  A variety of performances will be 

scheduled throughout the school year, both on and off campus, including 2-3 

concerts during the academic year, a bi-annual concert trip, and the annual WISH 

Festival in the spring. 

 

Handbell Ringers, Intermediate (FORMS III AND IV) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS 

OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

Prerequisites: Admission by approval of the director. A performing group for 

experienced freshman and sophomore ringers.  Appearances within the school and 

in the surrounding community are a regular component of the course.  This group 

also joins with Landon’s other handbell ensembles in performing at the annual 

WISH festival in the spring, as well as performances on campus in throughout the 

year.   

 

Jazz Ensemble, The Landon ½ CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, THREE PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

 Prerequisites: All members must be enrolled in Symphonic Band and take private 

lessons. Admission by the approval of the director. The Landon Jazz Ensemble, 

specializing in American popular music from Dixieland to Rock, is a select group 

from the Landon Band.  Performances are given in the Washington Metropolitan 

area and have included appearances with Wynton Marsalis, the Canadian Brass at 

the Kennedy Center, the "Best of Washington" fashion show at the Sheraton 

Washington Hotel, and the "Toys for Tots" national opener in conjunction with 

the U.S. Marine Corps.   

 

Music Theory (AP) (FORMS V AND VI) ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-

DAY CYCLE  

 Prerequisites: Instructor approval required. An overall introduction to 

musicianship, theory, musical materials, and procedures.  Emphasis will be placed 

on developing the student’s ability to recognize, understand, and describe the 

basic materials and processes of music that are heard or presented in a score.  The 

development of aural, sight-singing, written, compositional, and analytical skills 

will be promoted.  Other skills including melodic dictation and four-part harmony 

will also be covered.  Course expectations include regular homework, tests, 

written theory work, and sight-reading exercises.  Students are required to sit for 

the AP exam.   
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Percussion Ensemble, The Landon ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY 

CYCLE 

Prerequisites: Membership in the Upper School Symphonic Band and private 

lessons. Admission by the approval of the director. The Landon Percussion 

Ensemble is comprised of percussion students from the Upper School Symphonic 

Band.  Members not only improve their skills, but also become familiar with vast 

amounts of percussion music written over many years. 

 

Small Ensemble ½ CREDIT OVER THE COURSE OF TWO SEMESTERS, ¼ CREDIT AVAILABLE FOR EACH 

SEMESTER, THREE PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE   

Prerequisites: Membership in the Upper School Band or Strings and private 

lessons. Admission by the approval of the director. The Small Ensemble will 

consist of two to eight musicians in various configurations of string, woodwind, 

brass and percussion instruments.  The class is open to any student who is a 

member of the Symphonic Band, Upper School String Ensemble or Percussion 

Ensemble.  Music presented would be in the form of small group. Students have 

the opportunity to work with a faculty member.  Performance opportunities are 

given in weekly school assemblies and three concerts each semester, open to the 

public.  Placement depends on compatibility with others.  Repertoire may be 

chosen from a wide range of periods and styles.   

 

String Ensemble, The Landon ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE  

 Prerequisites: Lessons and practice required. Admission by the approval of the 

director. The Landon String Ensemble, comprised of students performing on the 

violin, viola, cello and bass, performs for activities on and off the Landon 

campus.  In general, members study privately with instrumental instructors at 

Landon; however, study with a teacher outside of Landon is permitted with 

approval of the director.  A musical trip, usually held in the spring, is also 

required.  A string quartet may be formed from the ensemble through the 

recommendation of the private instructors and the Director of Strings.  

 

Symphonic Band, The Landon ONE CREDIT, YEAR COURSE, SIX PERIODS OVER AN EIGHT-DAY CYCLE 

 Prerequisites: Admission by the approval of the director. Lessons are required for 

membership in the organizations. The Landon Band Program is open to any 

student who plays an instrument and passes the band audition.  Instrumental 

lessons are offered at Landon and are given after school or during study hall 

periods.  Aside from the many seasonal programs, the band performs at various 

school events and gives concerts in the Washington Metropolitan area.  Such 

performances have been given at the Kennedy Center, the D.A.R. Constitution 

Hall, and the Organization of American States.   
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CONSORTIUM 
 

 

CONSORTIUM OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS 

 

Consortium courses are offered by the six member schools:  Bullis, Holton-Arms, Holy Child, 

Landon, St. Andrew’s, and Stone Ridge.  Consortium courses begin meeting the week after 

Landon classes have begun, and classes will meet three times a week from 7:00-7:50 a.m. (and 

possibly one evening per month, instructor discretion).  Attendance at all meetings is mandatory. 

Admission into this program is highly competitive, and only the best and most motivated 

students should apply.  While each school has its own admission policy, each has agreed to admit 

students based on: academic standing; teacher/administrator recommendation; existing 

attendance record; writing and reading skills; intellectual curiosity; and demonstrated work ethic. 

A maximum of three students per school will be allowed to take a Consortium course, and class 

size is typically capped at 18.  For more information about Consortium and the application 

process, consult the Dean of Studies. 

 

NOTE:  The days of the week that classes meet will be determined by the instructor, and 

announced at a later date. 

 

 

African Studies 

Africa has long been represented in the West as a continent populated by exotic animals 

and exotic cultures.  The 19th century image of Africa as 'the dark continent,' full of 

mystery and danger persists in the popular imagination alongside media depictions of a 

continent in perpetual crisis. The understanding of Africa in the Western imagination is 

of a continent in economic decline, ravaged by famine, HIV/AIDS, political disorder, 

civil war and cultural disintegration. This course seeks to critically examine Western 

representations of Africa and to consider these representations in relation to those 

produced by Africans themselves. Students will be asked to consider the meaning and 

power of representations in specific social, cultural, and historical contexts. In the process 

of examining the images of Africa, students will hone their critical thinking skills while 

developing a sense of the cultural, political, religious and geographic diversity of the 

African continent. The course will draw on a wide variety of visual and textual depictions 

of African life, including film, music, literature, advertisement, news reports, fashion, 

comics, museum exhibitions, and photography.   (Taught at either Holton-Arms or Stone 

Ridge: TBD) 

 



43 
 

Art History (AP) 

AP Art History is designed to provide an understanding and enjoyment of architecture, 

sculpture, painting, and other art forms within historical and cultural contexts. Students 

examine major forms of artistic expression from the past and present and from a variety 

of cultures. They learn to look at works of art critically, with intelligence and sensitivity, 

and to articulate what they see or experience. The course includes visits to various local 

museums and galleries. No prior exposure to art history is required. This course prepares 

successful students to take the College Board Advanced Placement exam in art history, 

which is required. (Taught at St. Andrew’s.)  Students are required to sit for the AP exam. 

 

Economics (AP) 

A study of microeconomic and macroeconomic theory that prepares students to take the 

Advance Placement examinations in both.  Topics for microeconomics include market 

analysis, consumer choice, individual market demand and supply, cost of production, 

competition and monopoly, and equilibrium analysis.  Topics for macroeconomics 

include measuring GDP, inflation and economic growth, aggregate demand and supply, 

employment, investment and capital, economic growth, money and monetary policy, 

fiscal policy, the business cycle, trading with the world, and the dollar.  (Taught at 

Holton-Arms.) Students are required to sit for the AP exam. 

 

Chinese, Introduction to Mandarin 

This course offers an introduction to standard Chinese language (Putonghua) and culture, 

emphasizing both oral and written communication.  In a modified immersion 

environment, students will gain a basic foundation in Chinese grammar, proficiency in 

conversation and pronunciation, and familiarity with 250 characters (in both traditional 

and simplified forms).  Special topics and opportunities will include basic calligraphy, 

translation of classical Chinese texts, and other cultural enrichment units.  Upon 

completing the course, students will be prepared to continue their Chinese language 

studies at the upper elementary level.  (Taught at Landon.)   

 

Multivariable Calculus (H) 

This advanced level math course focuses on topics beyond the AP Calculus syllabus. 

While Advanced Placement Calculus introduces students to several concepts and 

applications in differential and integral calculus, most work is done in two-variable 

situations. Students in Multivariable Calculus study functions of more than one 

independent variable—especially vector functions—and develop methods of partial 

differentiation and multiple integration.  Considerable attention is given to differential 

vector operators and important theorems concerning vector fields.  (Taught at Landon.) 
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Psychology (AP) 

The Advanced Placement program in psychology is an intensive yearlong program 

designed to prepare students for the CEEB Advanced Placement examination. The 

systematic and scientific examination of the behavioral and mental processes of human 

beings and other animals allows students to explore the theories, principles and focus of 

each of the major sub-fields of psychology. During their course of study, students 

identify, investigate and apply the methods psychologists use to explore the processes 

involved in normal and abnormal thinking and behavior. (Taught at Bullis.)  Students are 

required to sit for the AP exam. 

 

An Advanced Seminar Available Exclusively to Holton-Arms and Landon Students:   

 

Global Studies through the Lens of Sustainability (H), Advanced  

This Honors course, team-taught by a Holton-Landon tandem and open to eight students 

from each school, focuses on the future of our planet, the current systems and paradigms 

that delivered humanity to the current critical juncture in human history, and a thorough 

discussion of a new paradigm, the paradigm of sustainability, for addressing global issues 

related in large part to energy and climate, and subsequently culture, democracy, religion, 

gender, nationalism, technology, governance, population, peace and justice, biodiversity, 

and the world economy. (Taught at Holton-Arms.)   

 


