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"Tireless Work Ethic" Wins
Morrison Triplett Athletic Award

Brian Reilly Receives
Headmaster's Award

Each year, the Triplett Award is
given to a senior “who has demon-
strated outstanding sportsmanship and
team spirit throughout his high school
career.” Matt Morrison perfectly
embodies this definition as a member of
the Varsity Soccer, Wrestling, and
Lacrosse teams. On and
off the field, Matt exhibits
fair play and respect for
his opponents and officials
while at the same time
bringing passion and
teamwork. For the past
three years he has made a
considerable impact on
the soccer team through
his quickness and tough-
ness, which is probably
his most impressive attribute.

Perhaps most impressively, this
winter, Matt clearly showed his dedica-
tion to Landon and his exceptional
work ethic. For the first time in his high
school career, he decided to join the
wrestling team. He began knowing very
little about the sport, but through his
incredible hard work, he developed
impressive technique and made himself
into an aggressive and powerful
wrestler  both on the Landon team and
in the IAC, a wrestler who simply hates
to lose. He had  great success this year
and became one of the most valuable
and significant contributors to the
wrestling team, as a leader and surpris-
ing success, thus garnering him the
Coach’s Award.

The Headmaster’s Award is
given to the “sixth former who has
exhibited the most outstanding qualities
of general excellence in the Upper
School.”  Brian Reilly has undoubtedly
achieved general excellence throughout
his distinguished Landon career.  Most
notably, he served as the student council
president, a position of
enormous importance.
His election as president,
the last in the Reilly
dynasty (brothers
Brendan and Connor
served before him),
demonstrates the respect
and the esteem in which
his peer’s hold him.  He
tirelessly worked to ensure that his
classmates received fair trials.  Mr.
Phillips describes Brian’s greatest asset
as, “his sensibility about balancing what’s
best for an individual student with what’s
best for the school.  The ideal is when
these two interests are aligned, but it’s
not always easy to bring this about.
Brian has done that with a consistency
that is unique.”

The student council president,
however, does more than just run honor
trials.  He has kept school meetings as
interesting and funny as possible.  In a
more intangible sense, the student
council president is the face of Landon, a
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Yarborough Wins Citizenship Award

representative of what we believe a
Landon boy should be.  Brian has
done an outstanding job of fulfilling
this office—the ideal Bear.

 Brian’s commitment to
excellence extends to the athletic fields
as well.  A captain of the lacrosse
team, he helped lead the team to a

repeat IAC title.  In his junior
year, he was named to the All
IAC lacrosse team for his
achievements.  Unfortunately
injured for a majority of his
senior year, he still contributed
an incredible amount to the
team.  As a defenseman, he
made countless big plays and
prevented many goals.  He

also helped on the football field as a
defensive back.
            Brian is quite possibly the
nicest kid at Landon.  As a prefect
and senior leader in the symphonic
band, he leads by example.  Mr.
Phillips admires his “caring nature, his
ability to see and consider the whole
picture, and his sense of humor.”  This
sums up his character perfectly.  He
identifies with students, yet under-
stands the faculty’s point of view,
forming balanced opinions.  In short,
Brian is a universally respected,
talented, and dedicated individual that
we honor today with the
Headmaster’s Award.

As a captain of the Varsity
Lacrosse team, Matt leads by
example, working harder than
anyone else. After practice, when
Coach Bordley tells the team to run
a lap to finish practice, Matt always
is the one asking for us to run

sprints because we
need to get in better
shape. You can
almost always find
him in the weight
room working out,
and, because of his
work ethic, he is the
fittest kid on the
lacrosse team and is
on the field for almost
the entire game. He

always brings intensity, starting on
the wing of the face-off when he
constantly fights for position and
refuses to back down. Whenever
there is a scrum for a ground ball,
Matt seems to come up with it,
which simply comes down to
toughness, guts, and his willingness
to play hard-nosed when no one
else wants to. Because of his
intensity and skill, he has been
named to the All-IAC lacrosse
team and will play for the Naval
Academy, where his toughness,
tireless work ethic. and constant
desire to be stronger, faster, and
better will serve him well.

Every year the Father’s Club gives a senior the Father’s Club Citizenship
Award. This award is given to a senior who has “distinguished himself for
outstanding citizenship, school spirit, and participation in school activities.”
This year’s award winner is Patrick Yarborough, and it is well deserved.
Patrick has been a truly outstanding member of the community, as noted by
his community service, playing two varsity sports, and his work in the class-
room. However it is his sense of humility, work ethic, friendship, dignity and
honor that set him apart from his peers. A faculty member told me that, that
during the Peru trip he exhibited exemplary deportment and conducted him-
self well. His conduct during the trip helped him gain the respect of his peers

and demonstrated his outstanding citi-
zenship qualities to not his only peers
but his teachers. He is a tenacious
worker, who is always willing to sac-
rifice for the good of others.  He is
truly a well respected member of the
community and a model citizen, a true
Landon man in every aspect of the
phrase. As one faculty member puts it
“Patrick is always someone you can
count on, he always comes through
without being asked to.”  Patrick truly
deserves this recognition, so please
give your congratulations to Patrick.
In the fall he will be attending Wake
Forest University, and we hope he can

continue being the model citizen that
he was here.  Congratulations Patrick
and we wish you all the best for your
future endeavors.
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As we gather here today to
congratulate the Class of 2009 for a
great year; the Landon News, on
behalf of the entire community,
would like to dedicate this issue to a
teacher who redefines what it means
to be and educator.  Mr. Kirschner
has been associated with Landon
since 1973 when he came as a 3rd

grader.  He returned to Landon 5
years ago to teach World History,
and coach lacrosse.  Now as we bid
him farewell, the Landon News got
a closer look at what Landon truly
means to him.
LN: Why did you decide to teach
at Landon?
Mr. K:  I have
always had a
special place for
Landon, and it has
always been a
home to me.  I
always knew that I
wanted to come
back and teach
here one day.
LN: How do you think being a
Landon student has affected the
way you teach your class?
Mr. K:     Mr. Sorkin and Mr.
Bordley are the reasons that I am a
teacher.  When I was a student they
always made me see the big picture
and the relevance of what they were
teaching me.  Throughout my time at
Landon they always pushed me to
achieve more than I thought I could.
It was once said that the definition of
a mentor is someone who believes
you can do more than you think you
can.  Their unique style of teaching
and invaluable advice is what I try to
pass on too all of my students.

Spencer Whalen  receives Carroll
Mercer Marbury Award

Landon News Dedication:
Mr. Kirschner ('83)

commencementcommencementcommencementcommencementcommencement
LXXXII, No. 1 Page 3June 5, 2009

LN: What is the one thing you
would like to see your students
take away from your history
class?
Mr. K:  History is such a great
subject because it is the study of
man.  We need to study history so
we can learn from others mistakes,
and be the best we can.  I would like
to see my students connect history to
their own lives and try to make sense
of it so they can explain why things
are the way they are.
LN: One of the most memorable
things about your class is the
daily quotation.  What is your
favorite quote and why?
Mr. K:  My favorite quotes are
“nobody can make you feel inferior
without your own consent” by
Eleanor Roosevelt and “nothing
great was ever accomplished without
enthusiasm” by Emerson.  These are
my favorites because they are what I
feel my freshman students need to
remember as they begin high school.

 LN: As active head of the
Banfield ethics chair why do you
think ethics need to be taught at
the high school level?
Mr. K:  Ethics is arguably the most
important thing we teach here.
Teaching our students the impor-
tance of being a good person,
acting responsibly, and being
service oriented puts a public
purpose to private education.  We
are all lucky to be at Landon and
we need to take what we learn
spread it.
.

LN: You have had many roles
associated with Landon (teacher,
coach parent student) which one
was the most gratifying
Mr. K:  Watching my two boys roam
around the campus and discover
what a great place Landon is has
been really special for me.
LN: What is your most memo-
rable moment at Landon?
Mr. K:  There are so many.  Every
graduation is very special for me.
Another very special moment was
winning the IAC in lacrosse my

senior year.
LN: What advice do
you have to the class
of 2009 as embark
on their college
careers?
Mr. K:  It was once
said that the best guys
you will ever meet are
the guys you grow up
with.  Always remem-

ber Landon and the people who love
you here.
LN: Any advice you’d like to
share with people heading to
your Alma Matter Princeton?
Mr. K:  Yes, go to Hoagie Haven on
Nassau Street and order a pizza
cheesesteak.  Thank me later.
LN: Any advice you’d like to
share with people who are going
to play lacrosse in college?
Mr. K:  Enjoy the team experience
and don’t be afraid to be a leader.
LN: What are you going to bring
to your new school from Landon
Mr. K:  I have learnt a lot during my
4 years as head of the Banfield
Ethics Chair.  Being able to count on
people to do the right thing what
made America great.  I want to bring
the leadership programs, the assem-
blies, and the speakers to instill the
importance of ethics just as it was at
Landon.
LN: Thank you Mr. Kirschner,
and on behalf of the entire
community we would like to wish
you the best of luck at the Oak
Hall School
Mr. K: Thanks

The Carroll Mercer
Marbury Award is given to the
senior who has “most clearly
demonstrated the qualities of
fearlessness and tenacity of pur-
pose.” Throughout his high school
career, Spencer has demonstrated
that he is the type
of person anyone
would want as a
friend. He is
always friendly to
everyone and
happy to talk, no
matter what is
going on. Inside
and outside of the
classroom, he is
respectful of
teachers and
always has time to listen. Spencer
takes this same approach to sports.

As a captain and four-year
member of the Varsity Cross
Country team, his successes show
his determination and his desire to
work hard improve because,
coming from someone with personal
experience, it is impossible to
succeed in cross country without
putting forth the required effort.
Despite incredible exhaustion that
came from a lack of sleep due to
swimming in the morning and
running in the evening during the fall,

he continued to push himself every-
day. Even more importantly, as a
captain, he pushed everyone else on
the team to match his work ethic
and improve themselves, especially
when no one felt like it, and I would
like to give him a personal thank-

you for being my
training partner and
pushing me this season.

With the arrival
of winter, he didn’t get
much of a break as he
demonstrated his
commitment to the
swim team as a captain
and leader, showing up
at the dauntingly early
and cold 6:30 am
practices.  He has had

his share of setbacks and injuries,
including a stress fracture that ended
his spring track season, but he still
remains optimistic and genial. Most
recently, he was hit by a truck while
on his bike training for a triathlon,
but he still refuses to let this wear
him down, instead remaining cheer-
ful and positive. Spencer is a person
who demonstrates commendable
civility and is sincerely and genuinely
nice, qualities which I’m sure will
lead to his success next year at
Bucknell and in the future.
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  Malcolm Coates Activities Award
 Goes to Ashvin Kapur
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Landon Bids Farewell to
               Mr. Wulsin

Goodbye to Ms. Robinson

By James Speight
Landon News Senior Editor

Eleanor Johnson Award
Goes to Evan Martino

Gregg Hunter
Landon News Senior Editor

After two successful years at
Landon, Mr. Drausin Wulsin will leave us.
Arriving in the fall of 2007, he came to
Landon from Yale University, where he was
the Commodore of the Yale sailing team,
earning him one of his many nicknames (the
Commodore).  As a teacher of biology,
chemistry, and computer science, he quickly
became an integral member of the science
department.  In addition to teaching, he lent
innumerable hours to the water polo and
swimming teams. Waking up before six, he
would retrieve the bus from Landon to
shuttle the underclassmen back to school
after morning practice.  Though the task was onerous, he did his job in his charac-
teristic upbeat and friendly style.  Often sporting a bowtie, he would walk the
hallways, always stopping to engage students and teachers in discussion.  Perhaps
his greatest asset was his unparalleled commitment to his students, always going
the extra mile to ensure their success.
            Mr. Wulsin leaves Landon to enroll in a PhD program at the University of
Pennsylvania where he will study Bioengineering.  He notes that it will be strange to
become a student again after two years as a teacher.  After some traditional study,
he will begin full-time research in the lab, where he will be working on a brain
implant for preventing epileptic seizures.  Mr. Wulsin anticipates this opportunity to
perform cutting-edge research with great excitement.
            He enjoyed his time at Landon, noting that he has “love and deep respect
for [his] colleagues and will miss them greatly.”  Mr. Wulsin believes the best
characteristic of the school is its strong sense of community.  He feels that all
members of the school are “sparking interests and cultivating them to help students
become productive members of future communities.”  We salute the Commodore
for his service to the school and wish him all the best for the future.

The Malcolm Coates Activities Award is
given out every year at graduation.  This
award, named after the school’s third
headmaster, is given to
the sixth former who
shows true dedication to
the community.  This
year’s winner, Ashvin
Kapur, has over the years
been involved in count-
less projects that have
helped the community.
Landon’s community
service director Bob
Condit describes him as
“the most committed person throughout
his career at Landon.”

Over the last few years Ashvin
has organized a lot of community service
activities.  Most notably, with the help of
Mr. Condit, Ashvin orchestrated the

Dodging Diabetes Dodgeball
Tournament.  Over the past two
years this tournament has involved

hundreds of students and
raised thousands of dollars
for diabetes research.  He
also was a pivotal person in
orchestrating joint Landon-
Holton community service
projects. Those projects
ranged from painting
shelters to cleaning up at
Rock Creek Park.

Ashvin’s advisor,
Mr. Bartman, describes

him as “a smart, compassionate
young man, who gives himself to
the community by giving to others.”
He has truly left his mark in this
community as a selfless caring
person.

Although Ms. Emily Robinson has
been a member of Landon’s faculty
for only 2 years, she has had a
great impact on the community.
In 2007, Ms. Robinson arrived
from Wyoming
Seminary School
where she served
as the freshman
dean. She quickly
became one of
Landon’s favorite
teachers with her
fun interactive
classes and her
loyal companion
Logan.

She
helped students in
the classroom both as a teacher of
freshman biology and sophomore
chemistry, and as a coach last year
for the freshman soccer team. As
assistant JV Tennis Coach she
helped lead the team, along with
Mr. Benavides, to a solid season

last year with her drills and positive
attitude, helping them reach a new
level of competitiveness.

 She took over the yearbook
as the faculty advisor in
2008-2009 from Mr. Fore-
man. After giving countless
hours of her time and effort to
the yearbook, she led an
undermanned staff to a very
productive year.

When asked about
what she would miss most
about Landon, Ms. Robinson
comically replied “The
students and the Landon
nuggets."She said that she will
miss teaching all her students

in biology and chemistry next year. She
will be leaving us to pursue a career as
a physician’s assistant by studying at
Drexel University.
Ms. Robinson will always have a place
in Landon’s community and we wish
her good luck on her future endeavors.

The Eleanor Ann Johnson Award
is given annually to the Sixth Former
demonstrating creativity, innovation,
ingenuity, or artistic merit. This year’s
award winner is Evan Wyse Martino and
no one deserves the award more. He has
accomplished much
in his time here at
Landon, with his
excellent efforts
culminating in his
being accepted into
the nation’s best
school, Harvard.
His academic
achievements
include numerous
Advanced
Placement courses,
including Music
Theory, a 94 GPA,
and excellent SAT
and ACT scores.
He also served as president of both the
Debate and Spanish clubs this year and as
a prefect. But his accomplishments in the
realm of music are where he truly leaves
his legacy to Landon School.

Evan Martino’s artistic ability and
accomplishments are endless and truly
remarkable. He has been playing cello for
the past twelve years and has been
playing in the Landon School strings
program for the past six years. He has
performed for the All-Eastern Orchestra
in 2009, was chosen for the Kennedy
Center/NSO Summer Music Institute in

the summer 2008 and the Senior All-
State Orchestra from 2007-2009,
and from 2006-2009 was a member
of the American Youth Philharmonic
group. He has also been selected to

perform in the National
Symphony Orchestra’s
Youth Orchestra Day
and has performed as a
member of the Landon
Symphonette since
2005. Last but not least
he has been a member
of the Landon Upper
School Strings En-
semble since 2005 and
served as principal cello
for the last two years.
His skills are incredible
and he has played a

major role in the strings program’s
dominance in strings competitions for
the past six years and leaves a great
legacy of music. There will probably
never be a more accomplished cellist
in Landon’s history than Evan
Martino and his efforts will be re-
membered by many in Landon’s
music program. Please congratulate
Evan Martino for his award winning
accomplishments as recipient of the
Eleanor Johnson Award.
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     Student
Alan Adelman
Charles B Akinboyewa
Michael Anders
Brandon Bridgers
Ryan McKenzie Bunting
Cullen Cassidy
Ricardo A. Castro Jr.
David Chakola
Evan Conley
Vladimir Costescu
Andrew Croghan
Cornelius David
Evan Dodson
Gregory William Eacho
Benjamin M Eisemann
John Feely
Nicholas DiFebo Freeman
Charles J Gage
John Alexander Goldstein
Reginald Dominic Goodall
Michael Gorrell
Nathan Harris
Thomas R Hart
Joshua M Hettermann
Zachary House
Patrick Hynes
Jeffrey D Izon
Peter Henry Lee Jacobi
Ethan Joseph
Ashvin K Kapur
Robert Kelly
Frank Kettler
Khari Joseph Laurent
Erik Leibovitz
William Leighton-Armah
Anthony B Lynch
David Mann
Nile Ian Marquedant
Evan Martino
Stephen Matthews
Bruce B. McNair
Joshua R Mendelson
David Alexander Milstein
Britten Mindnich
Robert Moore
Matthew Derby Morrison
Andrew Nagel
Stuart Nibley
Josh Offit
Alexander Pappas
Stephen D Potts
Thomas Powers
Nicholas Procelli
Sachin Rajpal
Michael T Rarick
Brian Reilly
John Reklaitis
Thomas Reklaitis
Russell Reneau
Tae-Ho Rho
John C Sammis
Benjamin Sandalow
Orville Saunders
Ronald Scifo
Matthew Sherry
Blake Shue
Daniel Straub
William Thomsen
Nicholas Toney
Matthew D Trotter
Jonathan Umanzor
Brett Ryan Van Egmond
Nicholas Vassos
Michael K Ward
Patrick Joseph Waring
James Christian Webster
Spencer Whalen
Jeffrey William Xu
Patrick Yarborough
Zain Yusuf
Pierre Zalzal

       College
College of Charleston
Syracuse University
Northwestern University
Syracuse University
Syracuse University
Hofstra University
Stanford University
Hobart and William Smith Colleges
Southern Methodist University
Princeton University
Villanova University
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Dickinson College
Duke University
Vanderbilt University
Tufts University
Georgetown University
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Colgate University
University of Maryland, College Park
Denison University
Boston University
Loyola College in Maryland
College of Charleston
University of Maryland, College Park
Southern Methodist University
Brown University
The University of Virginia
Cornell University
Duke University
Wake Forest University
Colgate University
New York University
Bates College
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
University of South Carolina
Dickinson College
New York University
Harvard University
St. Mary’s College of Maryland
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
University of South Carolina
Dickinson College
Lafayette College
Trinity College
United States Naval Academy
Fairfield University
Dickinson College
Duke University
Pepperdine University
University of Georgia
University of Maryland, College Park
Miami University, Oxford
Carnegie Mellon University
Bryant University
Princeton University
Fairfield University
University of Notre Dame
Clemson University
Brown University
New York University
Colorado College
University of Maryland, College Park
Wake Forest University
Wake Forest University
Elon University
The University of Texas, Austin
Colorado College
Beijing Language and Culture University
Cornell University
Dickinson College
Rhode Island School of Design
Georgetown University
University of San Diego
Boston College
Harvard University
Bucknell University
University of Maryland, College Park
Wake Forest University
University of Maryland, College Park
Georgetown University

               College Matriculation List
                Class of 2009

AWARD
Betty Lou Ourisman Drama
National School Orchestra
Advanced Handbell Ringer Award
Studio Arts Excellence Awards

David W. Foster Prize
John Edward Marshall Prize

Excellence in World Language Award

History Award
Janet & Will Shaforth Government Prize

Senior Award for Excellence in Mathematics
Robert Long Award
Father’s Club Science Prize
Father’s Club Science Prize - Physics
Father’s Club Science Prize – Engineering Science
Special Recognition – Forensic  Science

Cum Laude – Class of 2009

National Hispanic Scholar
National Merit Scholar
President’s Outstanding Academic Achievement

Patrick Tanner Community Service

RECIPIENT
C.J. David
Evan Martino
Ben  Eisemann
Patrick Warring
Brett Van Egmond
 Dan Rho
Patrick Waring
Stephen Potts
Zain Yusef
Nicholas Toney
Brian Reilly
Peter Jacobi
David Milstein
Michael Anders
Vladimir Costescu
Nicholas Toney
Vladimir Costescu
Dan Rho
Ben  Eisemann
Dominic Goodall
Bo Saunders
Evan Conley
Jack Feely
Peter Jacobi
Nile Marquedant
Evan Martino
Daniel Rho
Nicholas Toney
Patrick Waring
Ricky Castro
Vladimir Costescu
Michael Anders
Ricky Castro
Vladimir Costescu
Ashvin Kapur
Ashvin Kapur

Baccalaureate Awards

Bear Pride 09


